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New Hampshire Legislature Defeats GMO Labeling Bill 

Following failure at the committee level last fall, proposed New Hampshire legislation calling for the 

labeling of genetically engineered foods and agricultural commodities was found to be “inexpedient to 

legislate” on the House floor this week. By a vote of 185 to 162 the bill was defeated. 

Staff and members of the Northeast Ag and Feed Alliance have been meeting with New Hampshire 

legislators for the past year, explaining to them the importance of genetically modified organisms 

(GMOs) in the production of a wholesome and affordable food supply. 

The Alliance worked closely with a number of groups to defeat the bill which was opposed by 

biotechnology companies and many agricultural groups, recognizing that genetic engineering has 

yielded more sustainable, affordable and productive farming around the globe. New Hampshire business 

groups were concerned that labeling requirements would raise costs for food producers – and ultimately 

consumers.  Peer-reviewed scientific literature strongly supports the safety and environmental benefits 

of genetically modified foods. It is well documented that the nutritional value of genetically modified 

foods does not differ from conventional foods and the FDA does not support the development of labels 

for foods derived from GMO ingredients. 

Art Whitman, chair of the Alliance Government Relations Committee said “It is essential that legislators 

have open communication with the full array of stakeholders from producers right through to 

consumers.”  Whitman said “The work we do, meeting with legislators, helps them understand the 

importance of agriculture in the northeast and keeps technology like GMOs available for use by farmers 

in the region.” 

Defeat of the New Hampshire legislation blocks enactment of a similar bill passed in Maine last year that 

required a contiguous state to pass comparable language before the Maine legislation became effective. 

New Hampshire joins Washington and California as states with failed measures to enact GMO labelling 

requirements. 
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