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Northeast Ag and Feed Alliance Welcomes NY Ag Commissioner, Announces 2014 Policy Priorities 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Northeast Ag and Feed Alliance Welcomes NY Ag Commissioner, Announces 2014 Policy 

Priorities Issues to be discussed during Orlando Annual Meeting 

The Northeast Ag and Feed Alliance welcomes Commissioner Nominee Richard Ball and looks forward to 

his leadership at the helm of the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets.  “Mr. Ball, a long time 

vegetable producer from the Schoharie Valley brings a passion for agriculture and leadership skills to the 

Department and we are anxious to work with him for the betterment of the agriculture industry” stated 

Bill Colten, President of the Northeast Ag and Feed Alliance. “Our Board of Directors approved the 2014 

legislative priorities and we will confer with Commissioner Ball on many of them” 

The 300 member Northeast Ag and Feed Alliance, an association of agribusinesses from New York to 

Maine represents virtually all livestock feed produced in New York State as well as New England. The 

Alliance Board approved policy priorities to guide their discussions with legislators on the interests and 

concerns of agribusiness members throughout the region. 

The 2014 legislative priorities include supporting farmers’ use of science-based animal practices and 

crop production technology such as GMOs for the production of quality food. The Alliance identifies that 

a well-structured voluntary food labeling program exists through the USDA organic program and does 

not support increased state level regulatory oversight of food labeling to identify specific production 

practices. 

Recognizing that access to affordable labor is important for all farms, the Alliance supports immigration 

reform measures that recognizes the vital role of foreign labor in food production and is concerned with 

the potential negative effect of mandatory wage rates on business growth and employment 

opportunities. 

State universities and state government form the basis for the research, education and regulation 

needed for the production of safe food.  The new Food Safety Modernization Act is a significant example 

of public policy changing the food and feed industries. Business owners across the entire spectrum of 

food and feed production are in the midst of learning what the new federal regulations mean to their 

operations.  The Alliance supports technical assistance, within state and federal governments, land grant 

universities, and the extension system, to assist businesses with development of new practices and 
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compliance with regulations. 

Dairy farming continues to account for the majority of farm sales in the northeast and the Alliance 

supports thoughtful reform of federal dairy policy through Farm Bill development and other appropriate 

measures. The Alliance maintains close communications with federal legislators as they develop 

measures to stabilize dairy farms and the rural towns that rely on them for economic growth. 

The Northeast Ag and Feed Alliance will celebrate its 10th anniversary this year when it holds its annual 

meeting on Orlando Florida, March 3-5, 2014.  Public policy discussions from an outstanding lineup of 

speakers will highlight the meeting.  Keynote speakers include: Rob Sheffer, Cargill Animal Nutrition; 

Richard Sellers, American Feed Industry Association,  Mary Ledman of the Daily Dairy Report and Andy 

Vance of Feedstuffs.  Meeting information can be found at www.northeastalliance.com. 
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